3rd Hazel Grove Scouts – Swimming Pool Risk Assessment


	Activity
	Risk/Hazard
	Who To
	Consequence
	Qualifications

Procedures

Standards
	Safeguards

Precautions
	Action

	Swimming Pool
	General pool hazards, environment
	Spectators, swimmers
	Injury, disease
	MHSSP (Managing Health & Safety in Swimming Pools publication (MHSSP HSG 179).


	Hired pool should meet HSE regulations regarding circulation barriers, restricted access to deep water, wall & tile finish, glazing, signage, floor surface & levels, tanks, lighting, outlet grills (<8mm), ceiling, changing & toilet facilities, cleaning regime, COSHH procedures and other related hazards.
	Check hirer’s certification and SOP records.

	
	Child protection
	Children
	Abduction
	CRB
	Parents to hand over children to CRB certified leader(s) at baths entrance. Similarly pick up children at designated closing time.
Emergency contact details to be known for each participant
	Parents should be instructed not to leave children in a car park.

	
	Slips, trips, falls
	All
	Injury
	First Response
	Qualified first aider present and equipment available.
Lifeguard to ensure no running is allowed and diving, jumping only when closely supervised.
	

	
	Lack of Supervision
	Swimmers
	Injury,
Drowning
	
	Supervision by pool-side lifeguard(s) in a ratio of 1:10 with one nominated  lifeguard in overall control.
	DCs approval required

	
	Boundaries
	Swimmers
	Drowning, injuries
	
	Participants to be briefed about pool dangers, deep and dangerous pool areas, standards of behaviour (e.g. obey signs, no diving in shallow area, no pushing, jumping or splashing).
	

	
	Ability
	Non-swimmers
	Drowning
	
	Participants swimming ability verbally assessed before participant enters the water. Leader to assess actual ability asap after entry into the water.
	

	
	Fitness
	Disabilities/Special needs participants
	Drowning, injuries
	
	Parents to give permission and identify any needs (e.g. epilepsy). Check related hazards e.g. wave machine operation/warning and whether adequate help is available.
	

	
	No rescue facilities
	All
	Drowning
	
	Lifeguards to check availability of rescue poles, floats and buoys, Rescue must be possible from all swim areas.
	

	
	Hygiene
	Swimmers, spectators 
	Disease
	
	Wear appropriate clothing when pool-side especially clean footwear.

No food, drinks or containers (e.g. glass) to be taken pool-side
	

	
	Concealed areas
	Swimmers
	Drowning
	
	Ensure all areas are covered by lifeguard positions. Participants to be briefed about useable areas.
	

	
	Injuries on diving boards, inflatables
	Swimmers
	Drowning, injuries
	
	Lifeguards to ensure inflatables are not over-populated and participants on each item are evenly matched in weight and size.

Diving boards to be closely supervised and not over-populated.
	

	
	Emergency
	All
	
	
	Escape route signed, unblocked and procedures to be briefed to all users.
	

	
	Behaviour
	Swimmers
	Property or clothing loss,
Injury
	
	CRB Leaders to monitor behaviour in changing rooms and check for cleanliness and tidiness on exit. 
	


RLSS website www.lifesavers.org.uk, Surf Life Saving GB website www.slsgb.org.uk, RLSS Water Safety Management

Programme www.scouts.org.uk/wsmp  
Scout Association Swimming Factsheet FS120620 www.scoutbase.org.uk/library/hqdocs/facts/pdfs/fs120620.pdf
Scout Association Rule 9.51: Swimming Activities  www.scouts.org.uk/por9.51
Managing Health and Safety in Swimming Pools  http://www.hse.gov.uk/pubns/priced/hsg179.pdf
